[OCT. mittent filtration, the purifying power of tlie earth as a filter is brought into play. We have already mentioned the power of the air to oxidize organic matter. Filtration through eartli utilizes this power, and it must be continually renewed by the re-aeration of the earth. There must be an intermittent supply of sewage ; if it is applied continuously the purifying power is lost, and the sewage will pass away, retaining all the original soluble organic impurity. When the sewage is applied properly, i.e. intermittently, as it sinks down through the earth, its place is supplied by air, which oxidizes the organic matter and renews the power of the earth filter. When we come to consider downward intermittent filtraiion, we shall see how carefully this principle has been attended to. The first question to be considered by any local authority who wishes to introduce surface irrigation, is the amount of land required to carry out the process successfully. It was supposed at first that one acre of ground to every hundred inhabitants would be an ample allowance for the requirements of any town. The next number will contain some remarks on the above, and give full particulars as to the results of sewage irrigation at several places.
(To be continued.)
